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ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 /026W 

128623 

O 260624Z AUG 76 
FM AMEMBASSY NICOSIA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 4237 
INFO AMEMBASSY BEIRUT IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL NICOSIA 2517 

EXDIS 

FOR S/S AND NEA FROM HOUGHTON AND MACK 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR LE 

SUBJECT: SHELLING OF EMBASSY BEIRUT 
REF: NICOSIA 2491 (NOT SENT BEIRUT) 

1 . WE RAISED WITH DORY CHAMOUN THE PROBLEMS CAUSED FOR US 
BY THE SHELLING OF EMBASSY BEIRUT AND OTHER AREAS IN RAS 
BEIRUT INHABITED BY WESTERNERS. HE EXPLAINED THE SHELLING 
OF WEST BEIRUT AS REACTION TO PALESTINIAN/LEFTIST INITIATIVE 
IN SHELLING EAST BEIRUT, A MATTER NOT PROTESTED BY ANY 
WESTERN GOVERNMENTS. CHRISTIAN POLICY IS TO FIRE BACK 
INTO AREAS BEING USED BY THE OTHER SIDE'S ARTILLERY. HE 
ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THIS MAY DAMAGE FOREIGN PROPERTY AND 
ENDANGER THE LIVES OF FOREIGNERS. HE POINTEDLY REMARKED 
THAT SHELLING OF JOUNIEH, ONE ROUND OF WHICH LANDED CLOSE 
TO HOTEL MONTEMAR, WAS COMING FROM ARTILLERY CLOSE TO 
AMERICAN EMBASSY. WE EMPHASIZED AS STRONGLY AS WE COULD 
THAT WHATEVER THE REASON FOR THE SHELLING, ITS CONTINU- 
ANCE WOULD RAISE PROBLEMS NOT ONLY FOR OUR EMBASSY BUT 
OTHERS AS WELL. 

2. ICRC REPS TOLD US THAT THEY ARE MAKING EFFORTS TO 
PERSUADE BOTH SIDES TO STOP THE SHELLING OF CIVILIAN 
POPULATIONS. 
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